PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

“COME TOGETHER”

Where did the year go? It seems as though we just
got started and now it’s just about over. I have to
admit that at the beginning of the year I thought I
would be glad and relieved when it was over. But
I'm not. My service as president has truly been
more rewarding and satisfying than I thought
possible, and although we have laid a firm
foundation during this past year, there is a lotleft to
be accomplished in order to take our bar association
to the next level.

At the time I first started practicing law in Virginia
Beach in 1977, the VBBA had 146 members. Now,
we have 576 members which makes our bar
association one of the largest in this
Commonwealth. The VBBA is at a turning point.
We can strive to be the best or we can settle for
mediocrity.  As I said in my first president’s
message, I love this bar association. I want it to be
the best. You should too. Your bar association is
not only here to serve you, but it is also a reflection
of all of us as lawyers individually and of the
Virginia Beach legal community as a whole. What
will it take for the VBBA to rise to the next level? [
have listed below a few suggestions and what we
have done so far this year to accomplish those goals.
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1. Strengthen Leadership. ThisyearI
asked John Tilhou, Bobby Davis, and Les Lilley,
all past presidents of this bar association, to form
a steering committee in order to promulgate
guidelines and goals for the establishment of a
past president’s council (“PPC”). One purpose
for establishment of the PPC is to bring back into
the fold some of our bar association’s best and
brightest leaders of the past. The goals and
guidelines recommended by the steering
committee have been adopted by the VBBA
Board of Directors, and I am pleased to say that
the PPC’s newly appointed executive board
consisting of Judge Tom Shadrick, Les Lilley,
Tom Betz and Judy Rosenblatt is meeting to plan
and organize PPC activities for the coming year.
Not only will the PPC serve in an advisory role
to the Board of Directors, but it will also
undertake specific projects aimed toward
developing ways to enhance services from the
VBBA to its membership and to increase
membership and participation in the VBBA. The
PPC also plans to establish and administer a
charitable fund that will support VBBA
community projects and local charities in a
manner that will raise awareness of the
contributions made to the community by the
VBBA and enhance the public image of the legal
profession. I am excited about the prospects of
the PPC and its potential to strengthen the
leadership of our bar association.

2. Increase Membership. The VBBA's
membership has increased by 25 lawyers this
year. That increase is not large enough. Our
goal should be to have every lawyer who lives or
works in Virginia Beach become a member of the
VBBA. By the end of this coming January, your




bar association will have up and running a
newly organized and designed state of the art
web site at www.vbbarassoc.com. We are also
putting in place procedures which will keep the
web site maintained and updated on a
monthly basis. Joel Ankney, chairman of our
computer/web site committee, has worked
hard on this project and deserves much credit.
I believe the result will not only be enhanced
services to VBBA members, but also an increase
in membership as the lawyers in our
community discover what the VBBA has to
offer and the benefits that it provides to its
members through this new web site. I am also
confident the PPC will use its ingenuity and
influence to increase membership.

3. Increase Activity and
Participation. This year we reorganized our
committee structure by putting into place a
system of reporting and accountability. We
also facilitated communication between the
VBBA Board and its committees by appointing
Board liaison members to each committee. The
result was increased activity by the committees
and participation by committee members. The
VBBA Board has already approved some ideas
which will improve this committee structure
next year, and I am hopeful that each VBBA
president and Board in the future will not only
keep this committee structure intact but also
add their own improvements until our
committees, which are the back bone of this bar
association, are working at their utmost
efficiency and capability for the betterment of
the VBBA.

Of course, your bar association will never get to the
next level and never become the best without your
participation. The voluntary commitment of your
time and effort is vital to the success of the VBBA.
In fact, the Board felt so strongly about encouraging
your participation in some manner in the VBBA
next year that it decided to hold the following
contest. The five winners of the contest and their
spouses or significant others will receive free
admission to and a reserved table at the VBBA

Annual Banquet to be held on Saturday, January 29,
2005. In order to win, you must be one of the first
five VBBA members to email me at
mslaught@pendercoward.com the correct answers
to the following questions and to make the following
pledge. And even if you don’t win, all correct entries
making the pledge will receive a ten dollar reduction
in the price of admission to the banquet.

For each song which served as a title of a president’s
message this year:

1. What was the full name of the band or
person who originally sang the song?

2. What was the name of the album which
originally contained the song?

3. What year did that album come out?

Finally, each entry must complete the
following sentence:

I pledge in the coming year to participate in
the Virginia Beach Bar Association by . . .

For the very few of you out there who have not saved
all of my president’s messages this year, the names of
the songs are listed at the end of this message. The
contest ends at midnight on Thursday, December 30,
2004. The VBBA Board members are ineligible for
this contest and John Tilhou is ineligible since I
consulted with him on a few of the song titles.

Please have some fun, enter the contest and make
your pledge to participate in the VBBA in some
substantial way next year. The names of our
committees that you can join are listed at the end of
this newsletter. If you'd like some other suggestions
on ways you may participate, give me a call. Your bar
association needs all of you, both old members and
new members, to become actively involved in order
to take the VBBA to the next level and make it the
best it can be. In John Lennon’s words, if we can
Come Together as a bar association, we can make it
happen.

When I began this year as president, I was hopeful I
could be a good leader and organizer, but I was
confident that I would be a great delegater. Ibelieve,
at least,  have been successful in the latter endeavor.




I have ridden my Board and committee chairmen
hard and they have responded well. They deserve
most of the credit for our successes and
achievements this year. I will not take the space to
list their names, but please look at the listing at the
end of this newsletter containing the names of your
Board members and committee chairmen. They
deserve the recognition and your praise for a job
well done. Iwould also like to thank Jean Keary,
the Executive Director and right hand of the VBBA.
Without Jean, very little would get accomplished
around here.

Finally, to all of you who have allowed me to serve
as your president, I'd like to say “thank you” on behalf
of the (Board) and ourselves and I hope we passed the
audition.

~ Mark Slaughter

Ain’t Too Proud to Beg

Freedom

A Simple Twist of Fate

With a Little Help from my Friends
What’s Going On?

Come Together
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Committee Reports
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GDC JupICIAL LIAISON COMMITTEE

Four of the seven GDC judges, including Chief
Judge Ammons, Judge Hutchens, Judge Ward and
former Chief Judge Simpson, met recently with
VBBA board members and GDC JL. committee
members. The reception provided an opportunity
to discuss topics of concern to all parties. Among
topics discussed was ordering of the docket,
staggered docketing, and the lack of uniform
treatment to delays in state forensics reports.

Chief Judge Ammons explained that consideration
is given to all parties trying to balance pro se
litigants and defendants without undue delay to
counsel. He relayed Chief Justice Hassell’s
suggestion that persons appearing before the Bench
without counsel should be given priority placement
when ordering the docket. All of the judges present
confirmed every effortis made to minimize lengthy
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delays for matters that will not take much judicial
time.

The judges expressed some concern with attorneys
who are not prepared to try cases and have not
discussed plea agreements with clients and
prosecutors.  They suggested the delays and
appearance of disorder could be minimized with
better advance work.

All present expressed appreciation for the
opportunity to meet and share information toward
the goal of maintaining the excellent relations existing
between the Bench and Bar. If you have any concerns
that you would like to bring to the committee’s
attention, contact Kathryn Byler at Pender & Coward
P.C., 490-3000.

DIALOGUE ON FREEDOM
by Carrollyn Cox

If you found yourself expectedly in a country without
the freedoms and opportunities we possess in the
United States, what would you tell about the United
States to the people you met? What books and
movies would you leave with them to help them
understand what rights we enjoy and how we protect
those rights?

These are just a few of the questions contemplated
and discussed by students in the Legal Studies
Academy at First Colonial High School with lawyers
and Circuit Court Judges in a program sponsored by
the Virginia Beach Bar Association on Thursday,
November 4, 2004. The students met in small groups
and entered into dialogue with the discussion leaders
for approximately 90 minutes. Judges Thomas
Shadrick, Edward Hanson, Stephen Mehan, Joseph
Canada and William O'Brien were joined by United
States Administrative Law Judge Peter Fitzpatrick
and lawyers Glenn Huff, VBBA President, Mark
Slaughter, Sarah Cox, Tim Brunick and Les and
Carrollyn Cox as discussion leaders. The Circuit
Court judges, VBBA Board members and other
lawyers who served as leaders in the discussion
groups had a great time and the students seemed
very interested and participated eagerly.

The enthusiasm of the students, their thoughtful
reasoning and their commitment to upholding the
rights promised by the Constitution in turn











































