PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

My goals for my brief tenure as president of the Virginia
Beach Bar Association were relatively modest...avoid botching
anything highly visible and important, throw a great banquet
party, and make sure that people were generous at the holiday
party when it came to the USMC Toys for Tots program
(anyone who has served on the Board with me knows how I feel
on that issue). And leave the Bar Association in at least as good
a condition — organizationally and financially - as I found it. So,
let’s review.

The Virginia Beach Bar Association was named Bar
Association of the Year by the Conference of Local and
Specialty Bar Associations. This simply happened while I
occupied the role of president. All credit goes to current board
members and the previous boards. This was a cumulative effort
and a long time coming. The CLASS program, and the efforts
on behalf of the Food Bank of Southeastern Virginia played no
small part in the consideration.

The Docent Program is back up and running. Judge Quick
instigated and oversaw the recreation of the mentorship
program for elementary school students, originally started by
Judge Shadrick. That program did not cease to exist because
of a lack of interest or lack of need; the establishment of the
Achievable Dream Program at Seatack Elementary school took
care of the need. But the need for mentorship is widespread and
is now available in two other elementary schools. We thank all
of those who have volunteered and Judge Quick for his efforts

and oversight.

The Board and Bar put on a number of well attended CLE’s,
including the Bench-Bar conference, which will be a yearly
event. Peggy Kellam received the Brydges-Russo Distinguished
Service Award, which is given based upon merit, not annually,
at the Bench-Bar Conference. The two directors (first- and
second-year board members) on the Executive Board are
responsible for CLE, and I’d like to thank them for their
efforts, particularly as the composition of the board shifted, and
Wanda Cooper took over for Judge Shupert when she took the
bench. Tom Sheppard was present the whole time and did an
excellent job of keeping everything on track.

And speaking of judges, we handed out a fair number of
gavels this year... Thank you, Judges Bullock, Shupert and
Normile for the opportunity to be a part of your investiture
ceremonies. Last week the Virginia Beach Bar Association
conducted the traditional judicial interview panels and the
membership poll for the Circuit Court position made available
by Judge Lilley’s pending retirement. In recent years, the speed
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at which judicial appointments must move has sometimes
made the full process difficult to conduct, and we appreciate
the General Assembly Delegation reaching out to the Virginia
Beach Bar Association to participate in that process. We are
fortunate to have uniformly excellent judges in Virginia Beach,
and I am proud of our Bar Association’s role.

This fall we hosted a joint social event between the Virginia
Beach Bar Association and the South Hampton Roads Bar
Association. I appreciate SHBA President Marcus Scriven’s
efforts in bringing about that social event, which was well-
attended. We are planninga joint CLE between the two bar
associations for 2023, followed - as always - by a cocktail social
hour.

As far as fun stuff goes, no one on the Board forgets that
the Virginia Beach Bar Association is well-known - not to
say envied - by other bar associations for our social events.
This year the Young Lawyers Committee again hosted a very
nice party at Judge Duffan’s home, who has graciously and
consistently volunteered to host over the past few years. There
was, of course, the always successful Dick Brydges Memorial
Golf Tournament. And I say “of course” because that’s what
we do — but the amount of effort that goes into the golf
tournament and every other event is more than you think
unless you've been a part of it. Thanks to Chris Jacobs the Las
Vegas destination CLE trip happened for another year. It was
awesome and we even learned some ethics along the way. And
I'm biased, as it was mine to plan (including the bold move of
swapping fish for the traditional rubber chicken), but I thought
the banquet at the Marriott down at the oceanfront was a
pretty good shindig. The current president of the Virginia State
Bar, Stephanie Grana, was kind enough to join us. And we were
able to honor Judge Croshaw’s memory and celebrate Judge
Bryan’s retirement, as well as present a well-deserved award to
Meredith Rutter for her efforts with the docent program, and
Debbie Dail for her efforts with CASA.

(... continued on Pg. 2)




(President’s Message continued. ..)

We as a Bar Association will eventually perfect the timing
and please both those folks who want the party held when it
is cold outside and those who want the party held when it is
warm.

The Marines checked in with me recently on the results of
the holiday party, and I'm pleased to say that we gathered over
150 toys and $750 in donations. To anyone at the party I shook
down for donations...I'm not sorry. In all seriousness, thank
you all for your efforts, there are children who will get a toy for
Christmas because of what you did.

I appreciate the opportunity to have served as President and
on the Board. I'm thankful to my fellow Board members, who
go out of their way to try and support each other - it’s a hard-
working group and I will miss it when my time is done. While
I didn’t quite get around to establishing the VBBA President’s
Panel on the Simultaneous Improvement of Civility and
Lawyer Well-Being Through Mindfullness and Frequent Long

Walks (Ryan, I leave that heavy responsibility to you and hope
that you can finish what I never started) it was still a good year.

To the membership as a whole: we do our very best to
provide a tremendous range of CLE and social events. There is
no better “deal” around than membership in this organization.
It requires discipline to balance the type of experiences we
want to bring to our membership with our financial obligations
to the Bar Association as a whole. I'm pleased to say that the
organization and its finances are in very good shape, and that
we will continue to deliver the events you expect.

-Edwin S. Booth, Esquire,
Immediate Past President
Virginia Beach Bar Association


https://www.pzlaw.com/

ANNOUNCEMENTS

2023 MEMBERSHIP DUES

Membership dues are due on January 1* each year. If you

haven’t done so already, you may renew your membership
online at https://www.vbbarassoc.com/join/ or by mail to

Virginia Beach Bar Association
2425 Nimmo Parkway
Bldg. 10, Room 49
Virginia Beach, VA 23456

We look forward to a great year of CLE’s and social events
throughout 2023!

VBBA JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS BOARD

The VBBA maintains a job announcements board for
members to share attorney employment opportunities with
the membership.

Go to https://www.vbbarassoc.com/job-announcements

for all listed job postings.

To publish a job posting, contact Kathy Stull at
kstull@vbbarassoc.com

C
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VBBA ON FACEBOOK

Join the Virginia Beach Bar Association group on Facebook

at hteps://www.facebook.com/groups/809408436268232
to stay connected with other members and for information

on upcoming events!

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!

Concerned Lawyers Advocating Spousal Safety
(CLASS Program)

The CLASS Program is an initiative of the VBBA that provides
representation to victims of romantic partner domestic
violence at protective order hearings. Each Friday morning,
the CLASS program provides two volunteer attorneys to meet
with qualified victims and represent them for their request for
a protective order. Please consider donating your time to this

important program.

Please Email:

Cynthia Chaing,

Chaing@chainganders.com

Chair of the CLASS Committee for more information and to
volunteer. All volunteers must be licensed attorneys.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!

Docent Program

The Docent Program is sponsored by the VBBA with the
purpose of educating high school students in Virginia Beach
City Public Schools about the purpose and function of the
Virginia Beach criminal and civil justice system as well as the
orrectional system. Please consider donating your time to this

important program.

Please email Nancy Ford, cnenford@hotmail.com, of the

Docent Program Committee for more information and to

volunteer. Volunteers positions are available for both attorneys

and non-attorneys in the community.
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VBBA JUDICIAL ENDORSEMENT PANEL
RECOMMENDATIONS

Pursuant to the VBBA Bylaws, the Virginia Beach Bar
Association Judicial Endorsement Panel met and interviewed

the candidates to fill the pending vacancy on the Circuit Court.

The following candidates were either recommended or
highly recommended by the Panel:

Highly recommended:
Christopher Boynton
The Honorable Afshin Farashahi
Ryan G. Ferguson
The Honorable Philip Hollowell

Recommended:
The Honorable Paul Merullo
The Honorable Patricia West (Ret.)

The following candidates were nominated for a lower court
seat, should the selection of a Circuit Court judge create
such an opening:

General District Court

Highly recommended:
Christopher Boynton
Wanda Cooper:
Ryan G. Ferguson
Tariq K. Louka

Recommended:
Greg W. Klein
Gordon C. Ufkes

Juvenile & Domestic Relations District Court

Highly recommended:
Wanda Cooper
Ryan G. Ferguson

Recommended:
Christianna R. Dougherty-Cunningham
Greg W. Klein
Gordon C. Utkes
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UPCOMING VBBA EVENTS

For more information and to register

go to https://www.vbbarassoc.com/

THE VBBA HOSTED CLES THROUGHOUT THE FALL
JDR ANNUAL CLE

The JDR Committee hosted their Annual CLE, sponsored by
Our Family Wizard, on September 22nd. The CLE was well
attended by the membership and covered topics including:
Grandparents/3rd Party Custody, Felony Child Abuse, The
17.5/18-21 GAP, Relief of Custody, Sex Trafficking in Virginia
Beach, and Hot Topics in Ethics.

The JDR Committee led by Christianna Cunningham and
Bretta Lewis knocked it out of the park again this year! Thank
you for hosting such an incredible CLE and to each of the
attorneys and judges who presented throughout the day!

VBBA YOUNG LAWYERS JUDICIAL RECEPTION

The VBBA Young Lawyers Judicial Reception was hosted by the
Hon. Kevin Duffan, Judge of the Virginia Beach Circuit Court
and the Young Lawyers Committee led by Sarah Buitrago and
Juliana Lyons. A great time was had by all!

LAS VEGAS DESTINATION CLE

The Las Vegas Destination CLE was held September 29th-
October 2nd. Cheers to another great year! Thank you to
Christopher Jacobs for planning another great CLE and sharing
it with the membership as a stand alone ethics CLE as well!

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE & BENCH BAR CONFERENCE

The Legislative Update & Bench Bar Conference was held on
July 20¢h at the Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art. The
CLE included a Legislative Update with presentations by judges
of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court, General
District Court, and Circuit Court. The event was widely
attended and a reception followed.


http://www.vbbarassoc.com
https://www.vbbarassoc.com/

The Annual Holiday party
was held on December 2nd at
Tautog’s Restaurant.

Members donated 150 toys
and over $750 in cash
A/ donations!

\

W\ Thank you for your generous
contributions!

Mediations,
Arbitrations, and
Decisional Services

Delivering Unique Resolutions
for Difficult Cases.

757.403.8150

judgepadrick@theretiredjudge.com

jpadrick.com


mailto:judgepadrick%40theretiredjudge.com?subject=
https://retiredjudgedisputeresolutions.com/

VBBA NEWS

VBBA JOINT SOCIAL SHRBA

The VBBA hosted a joint social with the SHRBA on October
27th at Three Notch’d Brewing Company. A great time was
had by all!

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

The Virginia Beach Bar Association is pleased to announce
that over 65 lawyers, law enforcement officers, and other
professionals have volunteered for the 2022/2023 academic
year elementary school mentorship program! Judge Quick is
overseeing the program with Bar Association Committee co-
chairs Katherine Griffith, Esq. and Devika Singh, Esq. assisting
in the administration of the program. Steve Owen was the first
mentor!
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24TH ANNUAL RICHARD G. “DICK” BRYDGES
COURTHOUSE CLASSIC GOLF TOURNAMENT &
FOOD DRIVE

Attendees made food and cash donations resulting in a
total equivalent of 4,142 meals donated to the Foodbank of
Southeastern Virginia. On behalf of the Foodbank, thank
you to the attendees, Shemeka Hankins, Chair of the Public
Service Committee, and Past Chair Aaron Kass for organizing
the food drive! Thank you to Committee Chair, Wanda
Cooper, and Vice Chair Megan Lang for planning an incredible
tournament!

2023 BOARD SWORN IN

The 2023 Board was sworn in by Chief Judge James C. Lewis at
the annual holiday party. The 2023 Board consists of Ed Booth,
Immediate Past President, Ryan Ferguson, President, Allison
Anders, President-Elect, C. Andrew Rice, Secretary, Tom
Sheppard, Treasurer, Wanda Cooper, Director, and newly added
board member Jamison Rasberry, Director.


http://www.vbbarassoc.com
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THE ANNUAL BANQUET & PARTY WAS HELD ON AUGUST 20TH
AT THE MARRIOTT VIRGINIA BEACH OCEANFRONT.
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Wahab Public Law Library

Welcome to Wahab ! What We Offer:

« City, State, & Federal Codes
« Virginia & National Treatises
« Virginia CLE Materials

o ILexis Advance & Westlaw

Next

o Small Conference Room & Quiet Study
Areas

« VBPL Reading Corner
« Wi-Ii, Printing & Send Only Faxing

« Wireless Printing—click or copy and
paste this URL into your browser to send
a print job to any VBPL public library
printer and access when the library is
open: https://www.vbgov.com/
government/departments/libraries /

Using-the-Library/

availabletechnology/Pages/wireless-

printing.aspx

Or download the app to your cell phone - for

108§ or Android. Enter VBPL as the
“location” and you are good to go!

Visit Us At:
2425 Nimmo Parkway, Judicial Center
Building 10B, Ground Floor

Virginia Beach, VA 23456  757-385-4419

Hours of Operation:
Monday—TFriday
8:30 a.m.— 4:30 p.m.
Excluding Holidays

Fall 2022

Battle of the ‘Green Books’ -

For many years LexisNexis published a book
called Virginia Criminal Laws Annotated.
which was very popular with attorneys. Custom-
ers would visit Wahab Public Law Library, ask-
ing for the ‘green book’ — no one seemed to
know the exact title — just that it was

green! Once we found this book we purchased
it for our shelves.

Later, LexisNexis sold this title to another com-
pany who then published it as, Police, Crimes
& Oftfenses and Motor Vehicle Laws of
Virginia . But because of many requests, Lexis
is now publishing the ‘green book’ again. The
Wahab Public Law Library has both versions of
this important resource.

Which version do you prefer?

Find more information about these titles by
clicking the links in this article or paste these
URLS into your browser:

https:/ /vbpl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal

ent:$002f$002fSD I1.5$002f0$002fSD I1.S:855019/ada

https:/ /vbpl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en US/default/search/detailnonmodal

ent:$002f$002fSD 11.5$002f0$002fSD_I1.S:861047/ada

Want to Give to W.

E

ahab?

this web address in your brows

https:/ /www.vblibraryfoundation.org/

Click the Donate Today tab on the site page.

Select the amount you wish to give and the type of
donation.

Enter your personal and banking information.

Thank Youl




SHORT CIRCUITS

VIRGINIA BEACH CIRCUIT COURT
ANNOUNCEMENT

Effective December 1, 2022, Judge James C. Lewis will be
Chief Judge of the Virginia Beach Circuit Court (Second
Judicial Circuit).

VIRGINIA BEACH CIRCUIT COURT FINAL DECREE
CHECKLIST

Click Here for the Final Decree Checklist created by the
Virginia Beach Circuit Court.

VBBA BAR OF THE YEAR PRESENTATION

Board member Allison Anders accepted the Bar Association of
the Year Award on behalf of the VBBA during the VSB annual

conference.
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JUVENILE & DOMESTIC RELATIONS DISTRICT
COURT ANNOUNCEMENT

The Juvenile & Domestic Relations District Court wants you to
know about the Public Search Terminal available at the Clerk’s
Office. This computer allows citizens and attorneys to view
digital documents in the court’s file that are open to the public.
If you are a party to a case, you may also request access to view
records in juvenile and support cases. Documents that are marked
confidential by the clerk cannot be viewed, but other digital
documents are available for viewing. There is a reference guide to
assist users in the viewing room, but most people find it user-
friendly and easy to request copies. Please see a clerk for more
information or a demonstration!

PLEASE BE ADVISED OF THE FOLLOWING NEW
JDRC POLICIES:

1. SIGN-IN SHEETS - If an attorney is scheduled to be
in more than one JDRC courtroom on any given day, the
attorney SHALL check into each courtroom prior to the
case’s docketed time and indicate on the sign-in sheet ALL
courtrooms the attorney is scheduled to appear in and his or
her estimated return time. If you are an assigned duty attorney
for that day, please do not schedule cases outside of JDRC.

2. CIVIL MOTIONS - Effective September 15,2022, an
additional civil motion docket will be added for ASSIGNED
custody, visitation and support cases. On this docket, civil
motions can be docketed from 10:30-11:30 am (formerly
10-11 am) AND 2:00-3:00 pm, on any day that the Judge
assigned to the case has duty. The Court does not post Judge
schedules. Please file the motion along with all available dates
and times for the following three months and a pre-court clerk
will be in contact with your office to set the date. Evidence
and/or argument will be limited to 30 minutes. Responsive
pleadings are welcome, however, notice and filing of “add-on”
motions in the same time slot by either party are discouraged
and may be stricken from the docket if they cannot be heard
within the allotted time.

3. SEGMENTED DOCKETS - Effective January 1, 2023, the
Court will return to two segmented dockets at 9:00 am and
10:30 am on juvenile, adult criminal, DHS, and civil dockets.


http://www.vbbarassoc.com
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Leaders in Dispute Resolution

Retired Judges and Attorneys serving as Neutrals in
Hampton Roads since 1995.

Hon. Robert S. Brewbaker, Jr. Hon. James C. Hawks Hon. Westbrook J. Parker
Former Judge, Former Chief Judge, Former Chief Judge,
Suffolk District Court Portsmouth Circuit Court Suffolke Circuit Court

Hon. Chatles E. Poston Hon. Thomas S. Shadrick Hon. Randall D. Smith

Former Chief Judge, Former Chief Judge, Former Chief Judge,

Norfolk Circuit Court Virginia Beach Circuit Court Chesapeake Circuit Court

Hon. F. Bradford Stillman Hon. Wilford Taylor, Jr. Hon. Winship C. Tower

Former Magistrate Judge, U.S. District Former Chief Judge, Former Chief Judge, Virginia Beach
Court, Eastern District of Virginia Hampton Circuit Court Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court
THE

For a complete list of our services and Neutrals throughout VA, DC,

and MD, call 888.343.0922 or visit www.McCammonGroup.com MCCAMMON

GROUP



https://www.mccammongroup.com/

THE GAR CRASH EXPERTS

Congratulations to our

attorneys for obtaining

4 of the top 50 Virginia
Lawyers Weekly million-
dollar settlements in 2021

O $4.725 MILLION

for adolescent auto accident victim

O $2.5 MILLION

for plaintiff who was hurt
after minibus accident

® $1.25 MILLION
for plaintiff who suffered a TBI

Q@ $1 MILLION

Jor man crushed in an accident

(757) 333-3333

cooperhurley.com

"VLW Million-Dollar Settlements 2021." Virginia Lawyers Weekly,
Volume 26, Number 43, March 28, 2022, pp. 10, 12, 15, 16.
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VIRGINIA BEACH BAR ASSOCIATION
MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS

MISSION STATEMENT

To be an inclusive and diverse organization that fosters legal
excellence, encourages a culture of integrity, honor, collegiality,
professionalism, and civility among the bar and the bench, promotes
justice and fair play in the legal system, provides public service
opportunities to its members, and serves its membership and the
public with distinction.

VISION STATEMENT

The Virginia Beach Bar Association will be viewed as the “best in
class” local bar association — an exemplary benchmark. It will be
known within the legal community and the community-at-large as

a bar association that provides excellent professional development,
leadership, service, networking, and social opportunities that are
timely, relevant, and continuously improving. It will be considered an
invaluable “must-join” bar association for any attorney residing in or
providing legal services in or around Virginia Beach. The association
will utilize best practices in communications and technology to
provide our membership with efficient and cost-effective services that
maximize their membership investment. The association will display
pride and excellence in all of its activities and services.
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yIIZEQNSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES*

.................................... COST PER ISSUE
Full Page ... ..o $265.00
YVaPage. ... $135.00
1/3 Page (horizontal or vertical). . ................... $100.00
/6 Page «.vven $60.00
Classified Ad (6lines) ..............c.iiiiiin. . $35.00

*The VBBA offers a 10% discount on half-year advertisements

(2 1ssues) and a 20% discount on annual advertisements (4 issues).
Classified ads and notices are free to members. For Premium
Placement - 1st 3 pages add 25%. Next Newsletter submission deadline

is March. 15, 2023. Contact Kathy Stull, kstull@vbbarassoc.com

VIRGINIA BEACH BAR ASSOCIATION’S COMMITTEES, CHAIRS AND LIAISONS 2022

COMMITTEE CHAIR VICE CHAIR LIAISON
Awards Christy Wood
Circuit Court Christy Murphy Anna Sas Allison Anders
Destination CLE Colin O’Dawe Damian Garcia Wanda Cooper
General District Court Greg Surber Beth Ufkes Ryan Ferguson
Golf Tournament Wanda Cooper Megan Lang Tom Sheppard
J&DR Court Christi Cunningham Bretta Lewis Allison Anders
Law School Outreach Amanda Thibault Robin Bland Andrew Rice
Membership Chris Baker Brian Latuga Ed Booth
Past Presidents Christy Wood
Pro-Bono CLASS Cynthia Chaing Wanda Cooper
Pro-Bono Students On The Swim Rich Cromwell Ed Booth
Public Service Project Shemeka Hankins Jerry Harris Ed Booth
Corporate & Transactional Practice  Tyler Ros4 Ryan Ferguson
Web/Tech Jamison Rasberry Tori Eisenberg Ed Booth
Young Lawyers Sarah Buitrago Juliana Lyons Tom Sheppard
Docent Program Nancy Ford Andrew Rice
2022 OFFICERS
CHRISTY J. WOOD EDWIN S. BOOTH RYAN FERGUSON ALLISON W. ANDERS ANDREW RICE TOM SHEPPARD WANDA COOPER KATHY STULL
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT PRESIDENT PRESIDENT-ELECT SECRETARY TREASURER DIRECTOR DIRECTOR 2 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
757-288-3378 7574533501 7579652799 7730331 7ST358645 7574524734 757.965-5608 7573524557
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