
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

“GOODBYE, FAREWELL AND AMEN”

That was the title of the final episode of M*A*S*H. It was also the only 
time that a M*A*S*H episode featured an on-screen title. The finale is still the 
highest rated television event in American history.  

As is often the case, in the final message of the year the outgoing president 
gives a brief overview of the past year and thanks those who were instrumental 
in the successes.    I will not break that tradition, however first I will discuss 
some changes that we attempted and where I see our organization moving 
forward.

To the extent the VBBA failed in a task, its mission or to reach a goal, the 
blame is mine and mine alone.  We are all volunteers but I volunteered to be 
President, and with that position comes the responsibility of making sure the 
trains run on time.  If they didn’t, I was the conductor and the fault rests with 
me. 

I wanted to see if a more casual annual banquet would drive attendance - it 
didn’t. Those who attended had a great time but not enough of the membership 
enjoyed our afternoon at Chick’s or the after-party drinks at the oceanfront.  
Chris Boynton has a wonderful party planned at the remodeled Cavalier Hotel 
on June 9, 2018 that will see the VBBA return to its more business casual party 
roots.  

I wanted to focus more energies on providing value to transactional 
attorneys and we were partially successful in those efforts.  I believe that will 
continue to be a focus in the coming years.  I invite any transactional attorneys to 
contact me to give us more direction and focus on the VBBA can do for you.  

I wanted to reach out and provide services and support to our military.  
While no programs were launched in 2017 to address this, a strong foundation 
was laid and I believe we can launch a very successful relationship soon. 

During the beginning of the year, it was clear that we were going to lose 
Kevin Duffan to the bench.  As I said at his investiture, and it bears repeating, 
the bench was improved with his addition and we were weakened by his 
absence.  His wise words and friendship were missed at our board meetings, 
however it was a change we could adjust to even though we didn’t like not 
having him around. 

Then there was one catastrophic change that nobody had planned for – 
Jean Keary’s passing.   

Jean was the rock that for the past 20 years every board member relied upon 
and who was the keeper of our institutional knowledge and navigator on how to 
do things correctly.  Her importance cannot be overstated.   On January 22, 2018 
at 4 p.m. at the Courthouse, we will officially rename the VBBA office in Jean’s 
memory. Please plan to attend the renaming ceremony and then follow us to a 
reception to raise a glass in Jean’s memory.  

It was in the chaos that followed where the board shined brightest.  Chris 
Boynton took over answering every email, monitoring the bar office and 
generally keeping the VBBA organized on a daily and weekly basis.  He was 
hands-on every detail.   Jonathan Stone immediately tripled his responsibilities 
as Treasurer and got every task done timely and correctly.  Thanks does not 
begin to properly express my gratitude.    Every other board member, without 

having to be asked, knew that 
their work load was increased 
and no one complained or 
refused an assignment. 

Chris Jacobs and Christy 
Wood put on another 
impressive slate of CLEs 
including a memorable CLE in Las Vegas.  If you haven’t attend the Vegas trip, 
plan to get a group together and go in 2018.  You can’t help but have a great 
time.  In addition to Christy already full plate of programming CLEs for the 
year, she has adopted Jeff Marks’ prior role of promoter, protector, and defender 
of the CLASS Project.  

Three committee chairs really stood out this year and deserve special 
recognition.  First, Ryan Ferguson for his central role in chairing the Golf 
Tournament.  Ryan would be the first to point out that he didn’t do it alone.  
Both Allison Anders and Jeff Marks had essential roles in the event’s success. 
Thanks go to all three.   Ryan will start 2018 as one of the two newest directors 
of the VBBA, so please congratulate him when you have an opportunity. 

Second, Christianna Cunningham, as chair of the Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court Committee, ran the best committee in the VBBA (and it isn’t 
close). She continued the hard work and effort that started with Paul Powers.  
The committee didn’t miss a beat and grew in several important areas.  In fact, 
the annual CLE that the J&DR Committee organizes was so large that it has 
outgrown the current configuration of the conference space where the CLE 
has been held for the past three years.  The VBBA would be remiss if it didn’t 
also recognize and thank the significant efforts and participation of the Judges 
of Juvenile Court with this committee. The Bench’s interactions and advice are 
welcome and necessary for the VBBA to reach it goals.    We thank you.

Last is Ed Booth.  Over the past 5 years the VBBA has slowly but 
deliberately transitioned to a more digital and web-based platform.  Those 
efforts haven’t been without costs and hiccups but our progress is undeniable 
and in the past two years, our significant progress is a direct result of Ed’s 
efforts. His willingness to do anything to get the job done and ease to work with 
was ever-present.  Thank you for all your efforts.  He will also be joining the 
board in 2018 as a new director. 

I started practice in 1997 with Stallings & Richardson when there were 5 
partners and me.  On my first day Sonny told me to get involved in VBBA and 
it wasn’t a suggestion.  This marks my 20th year 
of practice and participation with VBBA with the 
last 6 serving on the board.  I have gotten far more 
out of my association with VBBA than the time or 
effort I have committed. 

THANK YOU AND GOODBYE, FAREWELL AND AMEN.
Brandon H. Zeigler, President

IN THIS ISSUE (click tab to jump) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

VBBA NEWS

Volume Number 26   ::   Issue 4   ::   Winter 2017

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!!
CONCERNED LAWYERS ADVOCATING SPOUSAL SAFETY (C.L.A.S.S.)  
An initiative of the VBBA that provides representation to victims of romantic partner domestic violence at 
protective order hearings.  Each Friday morning, the CLASS program provides two volunteer attorneys to 

meet with qualified victims and represent them for their request for a protective order.
Please consider donating your time to this important program!  The time commitment is minimal – 8:30am 
to around 12:00pm, once or twice a year – but the impact on the lives of those represented is significant.

PLEASE EMAIL JENNIFER SHUPERT AT ADMIN@SHUPERTCHAING.COM IF YOU ARE 
INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING OR FINDING OUT MORE ABOUT THE PROGRAM.
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NEW MEMBERS
Virginia Beach Bar Association 

Welcomes New Members

ANDREW GIBBS
Wolcott Rivers Gates

VICTORIA BLOVAD
Williams, Negler, Verser & Lane

STEVEN LAUER
Lauer Law PLC

CARA PURVIS
Norfolk Public Defender	

 
TIMOTHY ROOF
Law Office of Timothy Roof

 
LINDA ROSS
Cedar Law

HETAL MEHTA

 
NICOLE THURSTON
Mahoney Nashatka Richmond, PLLC

 
RYAN EVERETT THUM
Mahoney Nashatka Richmond, PLLC

 

BASSEL ZIAD KHALAF
Westendorf & Khalaf, P.L.L.C	

 
MEGHAN CASEY
Abrons, Chiusano & Sceviour, PLLC	

 
CHRISTINA CULLOM
Pender & Coward	

 
TAITE WESTENDORF
Westendorf& Khalaf, PLLC

KEVIN BINIAZAN
Breit Drescher Imprevento, P.C.

KOLLEEN DANIELS
Virginia State Bar	kolleen.

JEAN WHYTE 

MILENA RADOVIC
Jackson Lewis P.C.	

JOSHUA DAVID STIFF
Wolcott Rivers Gates	

BRIAN D. THOMAN
Thoman Law	

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ATTORNEY NEEDED

INMAN & STRICKLER P.L.C
A T T O R N E Y S  A N D  C O U N S E L O R S  A T  L A W

We are seeking an attorney with 
3 years experience in the areas of 

commercial law, real property law 
and/or civil litigation.

Please email your resume to 
kimp@inmanstrickler.com 

DEDICATION OF VIRGINIA BEACH BAR 
ASSOCIATION OFFICE IN MEMORY OF

 JEAN W. KEARY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

JANUARY 22, 2018 AT 4 PM 
Bar Office at the Virginia Beach Courthouse 
2425 Nimmo Parkway, Building 10, Room 49 

Virginia Beach VA 23456

A reception to follow at the Landing Restaurant, 2484 
North Landing Road, Virginia Beach VA 23456

CURRENTLY CLOSED
FOR RENOVATIONS

WAHAB PUBLIC LAW LIBRARY

http://www.vbbarassoc.com
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For a complete list of our services and Neutrals  
throughout VA, DC, and MD, call 1-888-343-0922  

or visit www.McCammonGroup.com

Dispute Resolution and Prevention

The McCammon Group
is pleased to announce our newest Neutral

THOMAS E. ALBRO, ESQ.

HOn. WiLLiAM n. ALExAndER, ii (RET.)

HOn. MicHAEL c. ALLEn (RET.)

HOn. JOAnnE F. ALpER (RET.)

HOn. pAMELA S. BASkERviLL (RET.)

dAvid p. BOBziEn, ESQ.

HOn. B. WAugH cRigLER (RET.)

HOn. JOEL c. cunningHAM (RET.)

JOHn g. dOugLASS, ESQ.

cHESHiRE i’AnSOn EvELEigH, ESQ.

HOn. WALTER S. FELTOn, JR. (RET.)

HOn. JOHAnnA L. FiTzpATRick (RET.)

HOn. JEROME B. FRiEdMAn (RET.)

HOn. J. MicHAEL gAMBLE (RET.)

HOn. cOLin R. giBB (RET.)

RicHARd S. gLASSER, ESQ.

ROBERT J. gREY, JR., ESQ.

HOn. E. pRESTOn gRiSSOM (RET.)

HOn. TEEnA d. gROdnER (RET.)

ROBERT T. HALL, ESQ.

gRAYSOn p. HAnES, ESQ.

MicHAEL E. HARMAn, ESQ.

HOn. JAMES c. HAWkS (RET.)

SuSAn MASSiE HickS, ESQ.

HOn. THOMAS B. HOOvER (RET.)

HOn. THOMAS d. HORnE (RET.)

BARBARA L. HuLBuRT, ESQ.

JOHn A.c. kEiTH, ESQ.

HOn. dOnALd H. kEnT (RET.)

HOn. LARRY B. kiRkSEY (RET.)

HOn. STAnLEY p. kLEin (RET.) 

HOn. LAWREncE L. kOOnTz, JR. (RET.) 

HOn. ELizABETH B. LAcY (RET.)

HOn. WiLLiAM H. LEdBETTER, JR. (RET.) 

EdWARd B. LOWRY, ESQ.

JOHn B. MccAMMOn, ESQ.

HOn. LEROY F. MiLLETTE, JR. (RET.)

ROBERT T. MiTcHELL, JR., ESQ.

JOHn H. OBRiOn, JR., ESQ.

HOn. BARRY R. pORETz (RET.)

HOn. cHARLES E. pOSTOn (RET.)

HOn. JAnE MARuM ROuSH (RET.)

MARk E. RuBin, ESQ.

HOn. THOMAS S. SHAdRick (RET.)

HOn. pAuL F. SHERidAn (RET.)

HOn. dEnniS J. SMiTH (RET.)

HOn. F. BRAdFORd STiLLMAn (RET.)

SEnATOR WALTER A. STOScH

HOn. ALFREd d. SWERSkY (RET.)

HOn. RicHARd d. TAYLOR, JR. (RET.) 

BRucE E. TiTuS, ESQ.

guY k. TOWER, ESQ.

HOn. WinSHip c. TOWER (RET.)

HOn. ARTHuR B. viEREgg (RET.)

HOn. JOHn E. WETSEL, JR. (RET.)

HOn. ROBERT W. WOOLdRidgE, JR. (RET.)

The Honorable Winship C. Tower recently retired after  
sixteen years of distinguished judicial service. Judge Tower is 
a Fellow of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, 
and she practiced finance and family law in Hampton Roads 
for twenty years prior to her appointment to the court. She 
is a member of The Boyd-Graves Conference and a former 
member of the I’Anson-Hoffman Inn of Court. A statewide 
leader in family law, Judge Tower is Past Chair of the Board 
of Governors of the Family Law Section of the Virginia State 
Bar and Past Chair of the Domestic Relations Section of 
the Virginia Bar Association. Judge Tower now brings her 
extensive family law experience to The McCammon Group to 
serve the mediation, arbitration, and judge pro tempore needs 
of lawyers and litigants throughout the Commonwealth.

Hon. Winship C. Tower (Ret.)
Retired Judge, Virginia Beach 

Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court

http://www.vbbarassoc.com
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END OF YEAR WRAPUP- VBBA JDR COMMITTEE

2017 was again a very productive year for the JDR Committee!  
The Committee continued to host brown bag CLEs at the 
courthouse, began a “clerk’s appreciation” breakfast, and held the 
largest attended JDR CLE at the Advanced Technology Center in 
September.  The Committee continues to refine its work with the 
Noblemen on providing opportunities for at-risk youth in Virginia 
Beach as well as expanding the Committee’s overall service to 
families before our Court. 

THE COMMITTEE WILL BEGIN ITS 2018 YEAR WITH A MEETING 
IN JANUARY AT FINN MCCOOLS.  

NORTH END OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE
 Office suite immediately available on second floor of a Class A 
office building at 3704 Pacific Avenue. Close to the beach and 
multiple restaurants in walking distance. Located in front of the 
Princess Anne Country Club. Suite  includes 2187 square feet with 
3 private offices, a large conference room, reception area, kitchen, 
file room, and private rest room. Newly painted, carpeted and 
finished.  

Assigned parking. Perfect for a new or existing 1-2  person law firm!

Call Rob Wright at 757/499-2896 or cell: 757/303-8396 
or contact via email: rob.wright@thalhimer.com 

VBBA NEWS

Inspiring Philanthropy. Changing Lives.

(757) 622-7951          www.hamptonroadscf.org

Active 
Philanthropy 

Options

Donor-advised funds let your clients 
stay involved with their philanthropy.
We offer endowed, current use, quasi-endowed 

and customized fund options.
 

Partnering with your community foundation 
leads to good works now and in the future.

Contact Kay Stine, 

vice president for 

development, at 

(757) 622-7951 or 

kstine@hamptonroadscf.org.

http://www.vbbarassoc.com
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VIRGINIA BEACH BAR ASSOCIATION VEGAS 2017 
AT THE PALAZZO OCTOBER 5-8, 2017
 

veteranreporters.com
1-855-667-0077

VBBA NEWS
SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS FOR THEIR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT OF VIRGINIA BEACH BAR 

ASSOCIATION’S 2017 VEGAS CLE

Jay Berkowitz, D.C
4867 Baxter Road, Suite  107  
Virginia Beach, VA  23462

757-497-1555

Offices in Virginia Beach • Norfolk • Chesapeake 
(757) 640-8673

Offices in Virginia Beach • Norfolk • Chesapeake 
(757) 496-3700 

momentumfunding.com
1-855-855-3863

AT THE NEWLY RENOVATED CAVALIER HOTEL ON THE HILL 
SAVE THE DATE: JUNE 9, 2018

Featuring...

http://www.vbbarassoc.com
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VBBA CALENDAR DATES TO REMEMBER
• �	CLE: Seminar on Recent Changes to Pretrial Risk Assessment in 

Virginia Beach GDC
	 Join us in Traffic C at 4:00 PM on Thursday, December 7th for 	
	 an opportunity to review the new pretrial risk assessment and 		
   supervision changes. Allison Kronenburg, Community Corrections 	
   Pretrial Supervisor, will be joined by Chief Judge Woolard, Scott   
   Lang, Office of the Commonwealth Attorney, and Cal Bain, Public  
   Defender. Allison will highlight the changes and the panel will be 
   available to comment and/or answer your questions. CLE Pending 

NEXT NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION 
DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 15, 2018

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES* 
SIZE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      COST PER ISSUE
Full Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        $265.00
½ Page. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$135.00
1/3 Page (horizontal or vertical). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      $100.00
1/6 Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         $60.00
Classified Ad (6 lines). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $35.00
* The VBBA offers a 10% discount on half-year advertisements 
(2 issues) and a 20% discount on annual advertisements (4 issues). 
Classified ads and notices are free to members.  For Premium 
Placement - 1st 3 pages add 25%. Next Newsletter submission 
deadline is February 15, 2018. Contact Christopher Boynton, 

cboynton@vbgov.com

COURT REPORTING
VIDEOGRAPHY
TRIAL PRESENTATION
VIDEO CONFERENCING

LEGAL INTERPRETERS
LEGAL TRANSCRIPTION

LEGAL COPY/SCAN
DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT

NATIONWIDE
855.667.0077

VeteranReporters.com

OFFICERS

VIRGINIA BEACH BAR ASSOCIATION’S COMMITTEES, CHAIRS AND LIAISONS
COMMITTEE	 CHAIR	 VICE CHAIR	 LIAISON

		

 Awards	 Mary M. Kellam	 N/A	 N/A

 Circuit Court 	 Rich Cromwell	 N/A	 Mary M. Kellam	

 Golf Tournament	 Ryan Ferguson	 Allison Anders	 Kevin Duffan

 General District Court 	 Kathryn Byler	 N/A	 Jonathan Stone

  Young Lawyers	 Kathleen Keffer	 Brad Hudgins	 Christy Wood

 Pro-Bono Seatack	 Stephen Pfeiffer	 Rich Cromwell	 Chris Jacobs

 Pro-Bono-CLASS	 Jennifer Shupert 	 N/A	 Christy Wood

Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court	 Christianna Cunningham	 Regis Rice	 Kevin Duffan

 Membership	 Kevin Sharp	 Eric Washburn	 Jonathan Stone

Past Presidents	 Mary M. Kellam	 N/A	 N/A

Destination CLS	 Jay Normile	 Randy Leeman	 Chris Jacobs

Web/Tech	 Edwin Booth	 Andrew Rice	 Chris Boynton

http://www.vbbarassoc.com
mailto:%20cboynton%40vbgov.com?subject=
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2017 FINAL CALENDAR

JANUARY FEBRUARY

MARCH

NO COURT CLERK'S OFFICE OPEN

UPDATED 05/02/17

APRIL

CONFLICT DOCKET - Civil A and  SMALL CLAIMS COURT - Civil B MENTAL HEALTH CASES

Arraignments at 10:00 a.m. on:  August 28th, 29th, 30th, November 7th, 22nd, December 8th & 22nd
On all other dates arraignments will be at 2:00 p.m. in Traffic D

ONLY BOND HEARINGS & ARRAIGNMENTS ON NOVEMBER 7th, 22nd, DECEMBER 8th & 22nd

VIRGINIA BEACH GENERAL DISTRICT COURT

OCTOBER

MAY JUNE

SEPTEMBER

HOLIDAY, NO COURT, CLERK'S OFFICE CLOSED
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JULY AUGUST

NOVEMBER DECEMBER

2017 FINAL CALENDAR

JANUARY FEBRUARY

MARCH

NO COURT CLERK'S OFFICE OPEN

UPDATED 08/11/16

APRIL

CONFLICT DOCKET - Civil A and SMALL CLAIMS COURT - Civil B MENTAL HEALTH CASES

Arraignments at 10:00 a.m. on:  August 28th, 29th, 30th, November 7th, 22nd, & December 8th
On all other dates arraignments will be at 2:00 p.m. in Traffic D

ONLY BOND HEARINGS & ARRAIGNMENTS ON NOVEMBER 7th, 22nd, & DECEMBER 8th

VIRGINIA BEACH GENERAL DISTRICT COURT

OCTOBER

MAY JUNE

SEPTEMBER

HOLIDAY, NO COURT, CLERK'S OFFICE CLOSED

http://www.vbbarassoc.com
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On the following dates:  August 6, 7, 8, November 6, 21, December 7 and 24 
the arraignments will start at 10:00 a.m.

APRIL

JULY AUGUST

2018 INTERIM CALENDAR

JANUARY FEBRUARY

MARCH

VIRGINIA BEACH GENERAL DISTRICT COURT

MENTAL HEALTH DOCKET

OCTOBER

MAY JUNE

SEPTEMBER

CONFLICT DOCKET - Civil A and SMALL CLAIMS COURT - Civil B

UPDATED 6/9/17

HOLIDAY, NO COURT, CLERK'S OFFICE CLOSED NO COURT CLERK'S OFFICE OPEN

http://www.vbbarassoc.com
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