VIRGINIA:
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE CITY OF SUFFOLK

[NAME OF PLAINTIFF]






Plaintiff

v. 
                                                CL **-**






[NAME OF DEFENDANT]






Defendant

DIVORCE PRETRIAL ORDER

I.  
Trial Date
This divorce matter is scheduled for trial on [DAY OF WEEK], [DATE], commencing at [HOUR OF THE DAY]. The trial will be held at [ADDRESS OF COURTHOUSE].  It is estimated by the parties that the trial will last ** hours.

II.  
Pretrial Conference


A pretrial conference is required when either or both of the following apply:  (1) equitable distribution is contested; or (2) counsel has determined in good faith that the trial of all issues will require more than two hours.  In all other cases a pretrial conference will only be held when requested by counsel or by a judge.  When a pretrial conference is required, it shall be scheduled to be held no later than three (3) weeks prior to the trial date.  The purpose of the pretrial conference is to discuss the issues, to reach stipulations, and discuss any other matters which may aid in the disposition of the case.  The pretrial conference shall be held telephonically with all counsel of record and the Court on [DATE AND TIME OF PTC].  Counsel for the plaintiff, or the plaintiff pro se, shall be responsible for coordinating and initiating the teleconference.  
III.  
Judicial Settlement Conference

A settlement conference with a qualified Judicial Settlement Conference Judge is required when the trial of all issues will require more than one (1) hour.  If a judicial settlement conference is required, all counsel shall coordinate with the Court’s judicial assistant for the selection of the Judicial Settlement Conference Judge, and the date of such judicial settlement conference. The judicial settlement conference shall be scheduled no later than 14 days prior to trial. The judicial settlement conference is a dispute resolution process to assist the parties in assessing their case by discussing the issues and any possible mutually beneficial settlement agreement.  

IV. 
Discovery


The parties shall complete discovery, including depositions, by 30 days before trial; however, depositions taken in lieu of live testimony at trial will be permitted until 15 days before trial.  Discovery and depositions may be taken after the specified time period by agreement of counsel of record or for good cause shown.  The parties have a duty, as soon as practical, to supplement and amend discovery responses pursuant to Rule 4:1 (e) of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia, and shall supplement and update all discovery relating to financial data by 15 days before trial  

V.  
Designation of Experts


If requested in discovery, experts shall be identified on or before 60 days before trial. If requested, all information discoverable under Rule 4:1(b)(4) of the Rules of Supreme Court of Virginia shall be provided or the expert will not ordinarily be permitted to express any nondisclosed opinions at trial. The foregoing deadline shall not relieve a party of the obligation to respond to discovery requests within the time periods set forth in the Rules of Supreme Court of Virginia, including, in particular, the duty to supplement or amend prior responses pursuant to Rule 4:1(e).

VI.  
Dispositive Motions
All dispositive motions shall be presented to the Court for hearing as far in advance of the trial as practical.

VII.  
Exhibit and Witness List
Counsel of record shall exchange 15 days before trial a list of specifically identifying each exhibit to be introduced at trial, copies of any exhibits not previously supplied in discovery, and a list of witnesses proposed to be introduced at trial.  The lists of exhibits and witnesses shall be filed with the Clerk of Court simultaneously therewith, but the exhibits shall not then be filed.  Any exhibit or witness not so identified and filed with will not be received in evidence, except in rebuttal or for impeachment or unless the admission of such exhibit or testimony of the witness would cause no surprise or prejudice to the opposing party and the failure to list the exhibit or witness was through inadvertence.  Any objections to exhibits or witnesses shall state the legal reasons therefore except on relevancy grounds, and shall be filed with the Clerk of Court and a copy delivered to opposing counsel at least five days before trial or the objections will be deemed waived absent leave of court for good cause shown.
VIII.   Continuances
Continuances of the trial date will only be granted by the Court for good cause shown.

IX.
Court Reporter


A court reporter is required for the trial and must be secured by the parties.

X. 
Waiver of Modification of Terms of Order
Upon motion, the time limits and prohibitions contained in this order may be waived or modified by leave of Court for good cause shown.
XI.    Failure To comply
Failure to comply with any provision of this Order by any party may result in limitation or exclusion of evidence, and/or claims, and/or the case being removed from the trial docket and/or any other appropriate sanction.

ENTER: _____________________________

_____________________________
JUDGE
