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INTRO TO COURTS 25

VIRGINIA BEACH ~ JURY ASSEMBLY ROOM
October 9, 2025 ~ 2p-4pm

MCLE Pending

An Introduction to Local Practices in all Beach Courts

Basic Discovery in District Courts and Circuit Cour
Motions Practice in Circuit Court
Uncontested Divo ' i



Introto Courts ’25 Speakers

Christianna Dougherty-Cunningham is an Associate City Attorney for the City of Virginia
Beach has handled eminent domain, §1983 defense, code enforcement, local taxation,
worker’s compensation, municipal liability claims, and presently represents the City’s
Department of Human Services in all facets of Public Health and Welfare. Prior to coming
to the City, she was with the law firm of Tavss Fletcher in Norfolk, VA.

She is a member of the VB JDR Court Improvement Committee, the VB JDAI Committee, the
Virginia Beach Bar Association Juvenile Court Committee, and a Past President for the
James Kent American inn of Court. She was a recipient of the VBBA Bar Service Award and
presently serves as Treasurer for the VBBA Executive Board.

Ms. Cunningham has been a speaker at numerous statewide CLEs and conferences on
DSS and DARS Matters and has drafted teaching materials on a wide range of topics,
including but not limited to, Adutt Protective Services issues, Guardian and
Conservatorships, HIPAA and 42 CFR Regulations, Abuse, Neglect and Foster Care
Proceedings in Virginia, and Ethics and Family Partnership Meetings. She currently serves
on the stakeholders/advisory groups for Virginia 988/ Marcus Alert, the Indian Child Welfare
Actin Virginia, and the VDSS CPS Local Conference Policy Group. She has also conducted
numerous training sessions on atl aspects of trial preparation and civil liability for law
enforcement and social work staff.

Ms. Cunningham graduated with a B.A. in Broadcasting cum {aude from Arizona State
University and received her iD cum {aude from Saint Louis University School of Law.

Gerald “Jerry” Harris, Esq.

Jerry Harris brings over a decade of legal expertise and public sector experience to his
practice. His work is centered on advising clients through the complexities of real estate
development, land use, zoning, and permitting. With a background as a Senior Litigation
Attorney for the City of Virginia Beach, Jerry has a valuable understanding of municipal
processes, enabling him to effectively guide clients through administrative and regulatory
requirements at tocal, state, and federal levels.

In addition to his focus on real estate and development matters, Jerry has a proven track
record as a litigator. He represents clients in civil litigation, legat dispute resolution,



administrative appeals, and enforcement actions brought by government authorities.
Whether helping clients navigate regulatory hurdles or defending their interests in court,
Jerry is known for his strategic insight and dedication to achieving results.

Jerry's legal career began in the courtroom as a Commonwealth's Attorney, where he
prosecuted violent crimes, drug offenses, and other felonies in Norfolk and Virginia Beach.
He later served as a Senior Litigation Attorney for the Office of the City Attorney in Virginia
Beach, handling a range of complex civil litigation matters including civil rights claims and
zoning disputes.

Jerry is a proud alumnus of Cape Henry Collegiate and has served as a member of the
Alumni Board which includes his service as a past president. A lifelong resident of Virginia
Beach, Jerry enjoys surfing, fishing, and spending time with his wife, son, and two
daughters.

C. Andrew Rice, Esq.

Rice has been a prosecutor at the Virginia Beach Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office for
over eleven (11) years and has spent seven (7) of those years on the Juvenile and Domestic
Relations prosecution team. He specializes in child abuse and sexual assault cases as well
as juvenile gang cases.

Rice is on the faculty of several prosecutor trainings to include Prosecutor Bootcamp
(taught twice a year), Sound of Silence, and IMPACT. He teaches a total of fifteen (15) hours
of instruction yearly and has taught over 48 hours in the last three years. His program
evaluation ratings for last year were 99+% Excellent/Good. Rice is working with a team to
bring wellness training to CASC and contributes to hospitality events at conferences as
well.

He is the President Elect of the Virginia Beach Bar Assaciation. Rice received the 2023
Crime Solvers Prosecutor of the Year Award. He received his bachelor's degree from the
Virginia Military Institute in 2008 and his 1.D. from Regent University in 2012 and has
dedicated his entire career to prosecution.

Rice recently received the 2024 Michael R. Doucette Lecturer of Merit Award. The award is
named after longtime Commonwealth’s Attorney for Lynchburg who is now a Circuit Court
judge. This award recognizes dedicated leadership and a commitment to training fellow
prosecutors.



Tina Sinnen has been a Virginia Beach resident for many years, this is her home. She owes
everything she is today to her parents, Hernesto & Mary Esguerra. Her dad came here
from the Philippines and served in the U.S. Navy for 30 years and decided to retire in
Virginia Beach. She attended all Virginia Beach schools, graduating in 1977 from Kellam
High School. She attended Old Dominion University and then went to work in the Circuit
Court Clerk’s Office.

Tina was employed with the Virginia Beach Circuit Court on November 1, 1991, as
Executive Assistant to the Circuit Court Clerk and the Chief Deputy Clerk. She also
worked in and supervised the Probate Department and the Marriage License Department
of the Clerk’s Office and assisted the Clerk in all administrative functions of the office,
including, but not limited to, preparing the budget for the City and for the State, preparing
office policy, hiring and firing, keeping on top of all legislative changes each year regarding
all departments; civil, criminal, deeds, judgments, marriage licenses and probate of wills
and estates.

On July 17, 2000, she was appointed as the Chief Deputy of the Virginia Beach Circuit
Court Clerk’s Office, and she served in that capacity as Chief Deputy until the Clerk,
Curtis Fruit, retired in 2003. At that time, she found herself involved in politics, and she
was fortunate enough to be elected Circuit Court Clerk by the citizens of Virginia Beach in
2003. She made history as the first Filipino American woman ever elected as a
Constitutional Officer in Va. Beach, something she is very proud of. She was elected for a
2" term in November 2011, and very proud to say she was re-elected for her 3™ term in
November 2019. She has a total of over 35 years in the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office, more
than 22 of those years as the Clerk.

Tina has been married to her high school sweetheart, Matt Sinnen, for 44 years. They have
4 sons. Her oldest, Brooks, is 40 years old and is a business graduate of Old Dominion
University working for Sinnen-Green and Associates as a partner and residential real
estate appraiser. Her 30-year-olds, Kurt, Sam and Turner, and even her oldest, Brooks, all
played Division 1 baseball at Old Dominion University. AND, she finally has some pink in
her life with the addition of 3 grand-daughters, Lucy 13, Ruby 10 and Finley 9, AND three
up and coming baseball players, Walker 6, Beckham 2 and Campbell S months!
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